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A PEACEABLE EPISTLE

Most Reverend and beloved Brother in Christ and concelebrant, Bishop Photii,
First Hierarch of our Sister Old Calendar Orthodox Church of Bulgaria, we embrace
You with gladness, in the certitude that Christ is in our midst, and was and shall be
unto the ages. Amen!

Having been elevated, through the Grace of God and by the vote, and at the insis-
tence, of the Members of the Hierarchy of our Holy Synod at its recent Fortieth Con-
vocation (October 4/17, 2013), to the position of Metropolitan of Oropos and Phyle,
and also to that of President of the Synod, I hasten, by way of the present Peaceable
Epistle, to provide official notification hereof to Your Eminence, beloved of us, and
also the Old Calendar Orthodox Church of Bulgaria, our Sister Church, under You,
conveying herein a sincere salutation and embrace of love, peace, and unity, and ask-
ing at the same time for Your holy prayers.

The holy personage and the impressive legacy of His Eminence, our Metropoli-
tan and Father Cyprian, who reposed in the Lord five months ago, renders our min-
istry all the more extraordinarily exigent and difficult, and, in consideration of my
weakness, I entrust myself to Divine succor and strengthening, through the interces-
sions of our Lady, the Theotokos and of all the Saints, and especially to the love in
Christ and the fraternal prayers of Your Eminence.

We reckon it incumbent upon us, Most Honorable and Most Reverend Brother in
Christ, to assure You that, by the Grace of God, we stand firm and immovable in the



Orthodox Faith, believing as our Spirit-bearing Fathers taught in the Seven Œcu-
menical Synods, neither adding nor subtracting anything, and in earnest to maintain
unshaken the injunctions of the Sacred Canons and the Sacred Traditions, by the guid-
ance whereof we proclaim ecumenism to be an ecclesiological heresy and the calen-
dar change to be a reprehensible innovation.

In the wake of the joy of concelebrating withYou here at the Patronal Feast of our
Metropolitic headquarters this past week, our Holy Synod has deemed it necessary—
among other reasons, in its humble endeavor, assuredly, to contribute to the preser-
vation and reinforcement of our much-desired unity with our Brethren in Christ at a
broader level—to inform them that, after attentive study, it has in principle accepted
Your paper “The Ecclesiological Position of the Old Calendar Orthodox Church of
Bulgaria,” already published in Greek, English, and Russian translation (a Romanian
translation has also now been prepared), and that Your position paper has the poten-
tial to constitute a satisfactory basis for the rapprochement and union of Old Calen-
darist Orthodox anti-ecumenists everywhere.

In addition, we assure You that our official Dialogue with the Church of the True
Orthodox Christians of Greece, under Archbishop Kallinikos, is being conducted, by
the Grace of God, in a responsible and sober manner, in a spirit of mutual respect, with
justifiable hopes for positive results.

Hoping and fervently praying that the Divine Founder of the Church, our Lord
Jesus Christ, might bestow upon us the wealth of His salvific Truth, in order that we
may proclaim this before the whole world in peace and concord, we embrace You
once again, and in Your venerable person all of the faithful with You, both clergy and
laity, in the Holy Spirit, unto the glory of God the Father, and with sincere esteem and
love, we remain,

The beloved Brother in Christ and concelebrant
of Your Eminence,

† Metropolitan Cyprian of Oropos and Phyle,
President of the Holy Synod in Resistance


